
Subject: Science  Year group: Year 4 Topic: Electricity  Initiation & 
activation 
activities: 

Prior knowledge required:  
No prior leaning in KS 1 or Year 3 

Vocabulary:  

Programme of Study Implementation:  Impact –lesson 
sequence 

Evaluations and 
assessments 

Pupils should be taught to: 
• identify common appliances 

that run on electricity 
• construct a simple series 

electrical circuit, identifying 
and naming its basic parts, 
including cells, wires, bulbs, 
switches and buzzers 

• identify whether or not a lamp 
will light in a simple series 
circuit, based on whether or 
not the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with a battery 

• recognise that a switch opens 
and closes a circuit and 
associate this with whether or 
not a lamp lights in a simple 
series circuit 

• recognise some common 
conductors and insulators, and 
associate metals with being 
good conductors. 

• Can they identify common appliances that run on electricity? 
• Can they construct a simple series electric circuit? 
• Can they identify and name the basic part in a series circuit, 

including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers? 
• Can they identify whether or not a lamp will light in a  simple series 

circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop 
with a battery? 

• Can they recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit? 
• Can they associate a switch opening with whether or not a lamp 

lights in a simple series circuit? 
• Can they recognise some common conductors and insulators? 
• Can they associate metals with being good conductors? 
• GD -  
• Can they explain how a bulb might get lighter? 
• Can they recognise if all metals are conductors of electricity? 
• Can they work out which metals can be used to connect across a 

gap in a circuit? 
• Can they explain why cautions are necessary for working safely with 

electricity? 

  

 


