Holywell Village First School

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy Statement

This policy has been developed to reflect the changes to the Foundation Stage curriculum with the
implementation of the Statutory Framework for the EYFS (2012), the updated Development Matters in
the EYFS and the removal of the Foundation Stage Profile.

Definition
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the reception year.
In our school children are able to begin nursery after their third birthday if places are available.

The EYFS is based upon four principles:
e A Unique Child

Positive Relationships

Enabling Environments

Learning and Development

‘Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.’
EYFS

At Holywell Village First School we strive to meet the individual needs of all children through:

e Establishing relationships with parents very early to quickly find out each child’s ‘starting point’ and
life experiences.

e Carrying out baseline assessments, including a speech and language screening assessment.

e Careful planning, reflective practice and thorough ongoing assessments.

e |dentifying and responding early to concerns about a child’s development.

e Providing a learning environment that allows children to feel safe and secure, confident and
competent and that promotes independence and enthusiasm to learn.

e Recognising and valuing all types of learners, including visual, auditory and kinaesthetic, and using a
variety of teaching strategies to accommodate this.

e Valuing each child as an individual and ensuring practice is inclusive.

Equal Opportunities, Special Educational Needs and Gifted and Talented

See Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs Policies.

At Holywell Village First School we aim for children to learn to value diversity in others and grow up
making a positive contribution to society.

All children will be treated fairly regardless of ethnicity, religion or culture, home language, family
background, learning difficulties or disabilities, gender or ability.

We will make appropriate challenges for gifted and talented children.

We will promote positive attitudes to diversity and difference within all children.

All children will be listened to and respected.

We actively promote equal opportunities and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that all children and
families feel included, safe and valued.

We will identify and respond early to needs which could lead to the development of learning difficulties.
We recognise the importance of identifying children who require some additional support as early as
possible. We will always work in partnership with the child’s family.



Welfare Requirements and Safety Guidelines

See Safeguarding Children and Behaviour Policies.
Our designated member of staff with responsibility for Child Protection issues is Mrs Sarah Brett.

We provide an environment that is welcoming, safe and stimulating, and where children are able to
enjoy learning through play, to grow in confidence and to fulfil their potential.

We follow the welfare requirements of the Statutory Framework for the EYFS.

We recognise that children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual
needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.

We actively promote the good health of the children.

We ensure outdoor and indoor spaces, furniture, equipment and toys are safe and suitable for their
purpose with written risk assessments in place. We constantly reappraise both the environments and
activities to which children are being exposed and make necessary adjustments to secure their safety at
all times. Risk assessments will be reviewed at least once a year or more frequently if the need arises.
Boundaries, rules and limits are established very early with the children. We strive to ensure children
understand the rules, are clear about the limits and that they too make a contribution to making the
rules. Our boundaries and expectations for behaviour are shared with parents and carers to enable there
to be consistency at home and in the setting.

Positive Relationships

‘Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents
and/or a key person.” EYFS

We recognise the importance of quickly establishing and maintaining respectful and caring relationships
with all children in order for them to feel confident and safe within our setting. We strive to ensure
children feel happy and secure so that they can be confident to explore, to try out new things and to
respond positively to challenges without fear of failure or ridicule. Good relationships with the children
allow us, as practitioners, to support and extend each child’s learning and to be able to judge when they
are ready to be taught new skills.

Parents

The Foundation Stage team strive to create a welcoming atmosphere. We strongly believe that a positive

relationship and effective communication between school and parents is essential. By working together

we will be able to provide the best possible start to school life for every child.

‘Learning is a continuous journey through which children build on all the things they have already

experienced and come across new and interesting challenges.’

We recognise parents as their child’s first and most important educator and understand that they know

their child best. It is important that parents share with us their child’s qualities and achievements prior

to their child even beginning school. This enables us to build upon what the children know already and

to meet the individual needs of each child from the onset. We do this through the ‘All about me’ booklet

that parents complete at home with their child and through the stay and play sessions which provide the

opportunity for staff to get to know the children prior to them starting school. The sessions also give

parents the opportunity to chat to staff informally or if they wish they can arrange an organised

consultation meeting where they can speak to staff in confidence. For children who are joining our

nursery we offer parents the option of a home visit, carried out by the nursery teacher and the learning

support assistant.

Positive relationships and effective communication with parents is maintained through:

e Our open doors policy that allows parents access to speak to members of staff on a daily basis.

e Parent’s notice boards outside of classrooms.

e Curriculum information each term presented on paper to parents but also displayed on our school
website, as well as meetings to explain the curriculum and how we assess children and reading.

e Termly meetings to discuss their child’s progress and achievements.

e Fundraising events.

e Opportunities for parents to help within school.

e Encouraging parents to contribute to their child’s learning journal through tapestry.



‘The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning’ EYFS

Observation, Assessment and Planning

Look, listen, note is daily practice and allows us to:

e Get to know a child better.

e Plan appropriate play and learning experiences based on the child’s interests and needs.

e |dentify any concerns about a child’s development.

We use observations to assess the progress which children are making and match observations to the
expectations of the early learning goals.

Observational evidence is gathered from a wide range of learning and teaching contexts and is
contributed by all practitioners working in foundation stage. Parents are also encouraged to contribute
information in their child’s on-line Tapestry learning journal.

Our planning reflects our belief that all areas of learning and development are connected and all are
important. The foundation stage staff plan together to ensure continuity and progression across the
foundation stage. All plans, short, medium and long term, are flexible enough to adapt to circumstances
and children’s current interests.

Assessment is used to inform and guide our everyday planning. We assess all seven areas of learning
using the Development Matters in the EYFS age bands. Children are ‘best fit’ to the age band and judged
to be emerging, developing or secure within the band.

Formative assessment is based on observations, photographs, things children have made or drawn and
information from parents. Evidence gathered is predominantly from children’s self-initiated activities. All
practitioners are involved in making assessments during adult led activities. Assessments may be
recorded in children’s individual records, noted on planning or shared verbally. Assessments are used to
plan the next steps and meet learning needs and to make informed decisions about each child’s
progress.

Nursery

On entry to nursery baseline assessments are made and children are placed within the Development
Matters age related bands. However as the bands are broad (20 months) it is possible for a child to
enter and leave nursery in the same band having made good progress e.g. 19 months in 10 months but
can appear not to have progressed through the band. As a result we will measure progress and final
attainment through a band in terms of chronological age and whether the child is at the beginning
(emerging), working within (developing) or is working confidently (secure) within the band.

Reception

Each child’s baseline is assessed using nursery assessments. For children entering our school from
another setting their records will be requested. Throughout reception children continue to be assessed
using the Development Matters age related bands.

At the end of reception children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals . This information is
shared with parents through a written report.

To support assessments and judgements made, each child has their own Learning Journal that is
contributed to by the children themselves and by all foundation stage staff. Parental contributions and
sharing of information are sought through the online portal ‘tapestry’.

All records of development and achievement from nursery are continued in reception. Assessments are
quality assured between practitioners, with Senior Leadership Team, between other settings and within
the Local Authority. Progress across EYFS is monitored each term alongside the rest of school in Pupil
Progress meetings with the Head Teacher and/or Deputy.

Progress and achievements are reported to parents throughout the EYFS.

For further information regarding assessment please refer to the school’s assessment policy and also the
EYFS assessment policy.



Organisation of the Learning Environment

A rich and varied environment supports children’s learning and development. It gives them the
confidence to explore and learn in secure and safe, yet challenging, indoor and outdoor spaces.

The Foundation Stage has two classrooms. One used as a base for nursery and the other used as a base
for reception. The two classrooms are joined by a shared area. We have a large enclosed outdoor area
accessible from both classrooms.

All areas of the Foundation Stage, both indoors and outdoors, are organised to encourage independence
and to provide opportunities for the children to explore and find things out for themselves. Resources
and activities are carefully thought of and planned so that they are accessible, challenging and
appropriate for all children. Careful consideration is taken to ensure that there is continuity and
progression in the provision throughout the unit.

There are opportunities for children from nursery and reception to choose activities throughout both
classrooms and the outdoor learning spaces. This also allows children the opportunity to work with all
the practitioners with the Foundation Stage Team.

The children have P.E. lessons in the school hall or outdoors weather permitting.

The children have daily access to the outdoor area. Being outdoors enables the children to have first-
hand experiences with the natural world. It gives them a sense of freedom and provides opportunities
for the children to explore, try out their ideas, develop confidence and to be physically active.

The Wider Context

We recognise the need to work together across services in order to achieve the Every Child Matters
outcomes for children.

As a setting we value our local community and wherever possible links are made with local community
groups.

We ensure effective communication between ourselves and other settings when a child joins us or
leaves us to ensure that the child’s needs are met and there is continuity in their learning.

Within the Seaton Valley Partnership the EYFS staff meet half-termly as a group led by an EYFS
consultant from our local authority.

‘The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment — playing and exploring,
active learning, and creating and thinking critically — underpin learning and development across all areas
and support the child to remain an effective and motivated learner.’

Areas of Learning and Development
There are seven areas of learning and Development.
The prime areas:
e Personal, Social and Emotional Development
e Physical Development
e Communication and Language

The specific areas:
e Literacy
e Mathematics
e Understanding the World
e Expressive Arts and Design

There are three areas for the Characteristics of Effective Learning. These are:
e Playing and exploring
e Active learning
e Creating and thinking critically

The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the prime and specific Areas of Learning and Development
are all interconnected.



Approaches to Teaching and Learning
The curriculum is delivered through a balance of child initiated and adult led activities. In both the
nursery and reception classes the children will work with adults as a whole class, in small groups and
individually as well as having the opportunity to choose their own activities.
Activities are carefully planned to ensure we meet the needs of all the children and consider the
different types of learners e.g. some children learn best by listening, some by looking and others by
doing.
It is our aim to help children to become independent learners, who are enthusiastic and eager to learn.
‘Challenge’ for all children is addressed through differentiated activities, levels of support and adult
intervention, carefully planned resources in areas and the ‘working walls’ that are in the nursery and the
reception classes. The working walls are used by the class teacher’s to let children know how they can
lead their own learning and specific challenges are set.
Play
It is well known that children learn best through play.

‘In their play children learn at their highest level.” EYFS
As adults our roles are to support and enhance the children’s abilities to think critically and ask questions
and most importantly to provide a well resourced and challenging learning environment for purposeful
play to take place in. We provide flexible resources that can be used in many different ways to facilitate
children’s play_and exploration. We observe children’s play and value the play of all the children and
know when to get involved and when to allow children to carry on playing.

Active Learning
To promote active learning we:

e Understand that children learn best through physical and mental challenges.

e Help children to feel secure and confident and be keen to learn and find things out for themselves.
Challenge and extend the children’s thinking.

Personalise learning and involve parents.

Provide an environment that is interesting, attractive and accessible to every child so they can learn
independently.

Regularly review the environment to ensure the above.

Recognise that every child’s learning journey is unique to them.

We demonstrate effective practice of promoting Creativity and Critical Thinking through:

e Valuing what parents tell us about the way in which their children behave and learn at home.
Allowing children to move equipment around the setting to extend their own play and learning.
Ensuring that there is a balance between adult led and child initiated activities.

The learning journals that contain photos and observations of each child’s learning and are shared
online with parents.

modelling being creative.

Admission Arrangements

In our school children are able to begin nursery after their third birthday if places are available. Home
visits for children starting our nursery take place before they start school.

Entry into nursery and school is staggered. For nursery, children begin two or three at a time, starting
with the youngest children and/or children whose parents are in receipt of 30 hours funding. The
children are able to stay for the full session immediately. For reception, all children will begin together
on the first day of term. For the first week the children stay for their lunch and go home at 1.15p.m. For
the second week the children stay until 2.00p.m. and from the third week the children stay for the full
school day.

If there are children who struggle to settle into nursery or reception then staff would work with the
parents to aid the transition to what best suits the child.

Transition

We endeavour to make every child’s transition into school and within school as happy as possible.
Before children start nursery they are invited to visit the nursery and stay for a short time. Parents
accompany their child on this visit. Home-visits are carried out the term before the child starts nursery.



A meeting is held at the beginning of the summer term for parents to explain admission and give an
insight into school life at Holywell.

Nursery aged children who have attended our setting are obviously already familiar with reception staff
due to the organisation of our EYFS and therefore transition from nursery to reception can be expected
to be smooth. Children who have attended other settings and our joining our reception class will usually
be visited in their current setting during the summer term prior to them starting school. They are also
given the opportunity to come for ‘stay and play’ sessions during the summer term. Parents are given
the choice as to how many sessions they would like their child to have. All of the children starting
reception are given the opportunity to have their lunch in the school hall during the ‘stay and play’
sessions in the summer term.

Reception children visit year one class during the second half of summer term. The year one teacher also
visits the children in the reception classroom and will perhaps read a story or carry out a short activity
with the children in familiar surroundings.

This policy has been written in line with the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage
and contains content taken from The Statutory Framework for the EYFS and Development Matters in the
EYFS.
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